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Diocese of Portland 
Celebration of Baptism of Children 

Guidelines during Times of Social Distancing/Covid-19 
 
The Order of Baptism of Children (English Translation According to the Second Typical 
Edition, United State Conference of Catholic Bishops, copyright 2020) – Obligatory use effective 
April 12, 2020, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

Christian Initiation - General Introduction (GI) 
The Order of Baptism of Children - Introduction (OBC-I) 

 
The “requirements” for the Celebration of Baptism of Children: 

1. One (1) Child 
2. One or Two (1-2) Parent(s)  
3. Preparation prior to the Baptism (GI, no. 7; see also OBC-I, no. 7.1) 
4. One (1) Godparent (see qualifications at GI, nos. 8-10) 

➢ There may be two (2) godparents, but if so, one must be male and one 
female.  

5. One (1) Ordinary Minister is a Bishop, Priest or Deacon (GI, no. 11) 
6. Water (GI, nos. 18, 20, 21) 

➢ natural and clean; warmed; blessed for each celebration; requires changing 
the water for each celebration of Baptism 

➢ families should not be retrieving holy water from the font to bring home 
with them (as is sometimes customarily done) 

7. Font (GI, no. 19) 

➢ notable for its cleanliness and beauty  

➢ in these times, “cleanliness” necessitates that the font be sanitized and 
sterilized between each Baptism  

➢ in churches that have large fonts/pools which require a large volume of 
water, as well as those churches with fonts that have “flowing” water that 
circulates continually, it is recommended that an alternate smaller font, of 
suitable dignity be substituted during this time  

8. Rite of Immersion or Pouring (GI, no. 22) 

➢ recommend “pouring” to avoid excessive contact with water 

➢ a smaller font, as recommended in item 7, would only allow for “pouring”. 
9. Words: “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 
N.B.  Presuming that the celebration of Baptism has one (1) minister of baptism, one 
(1) child, two (2) parents, and two (2) godparents, there remains the possibility of four 
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(4) other individuals who can be present while still adhering to the government 
protocol of ten (10) or fewer individuals. “Other individuals” could include those 
siblings who live in the same house/residence as the candidate for Baptism. 
   
Recommended adaptions for the celebration of the Baptism of Children: 

1. Given the present need for social distancing, the baptistry (area) may not be 
large enough for the group. In that case a more appropriate place in the church 
should be used (GI, nos. 25-26).  

2. The present Covid-19 circumstances are a “just cause” to have individual, 
rather than common celebrations of Baptism, even if it results in more than 
one baptism on the same day in the same church (GI, no 27). 

3. Baptism of children/infants should take place during the first weeks after the 
birth of the child; that is, “children are not to be deprived of Baptism” and 
baptism is not to be unnecessarily delayed (OBC-I, no. 8). 

 
Chapter II – Order of Baptism for One Child (OBC-Rite) 

 
Adapting the Celebration of the Order of Baptism: 

1. Rite of Receiving the Child (OBC-Rite, nos. 72-80) 

➢ Just before beginning the celebration, the minister and others present 
should sterilize their hands. 

➢ After the minister himself signs the child on the forehead with the Sign of 
the Cross, he invites the parents to sign the child on the forehead. 

➢ It is strongly recommended that the signing be limited to the parents, 
although the ritual states, “…and if it seems appropriate, the godparents, to do the 
same.” 

2. Sacred Celebration of the Word of God (OBC-Rite, nos. 81-85) 

➢ Takes place as usual, which includes Scripture, Homily, and Prayer of the 
Faithful/Litany of Saints 

➢ Prayer of Exorcism and Anointing before Baptism (OBC-Rite, nos. 86-89; see 
also OBC-I, no. 24.2) 

• After the Litany, the minister says the Prayer of Exorcism. 

• In keeping with the adaptation provided for the United States, the 
Anointing before Baptism is omitted. 

• The minister concludes this rite by saying, “May the strength of Christ the 
Savior protect you; who lives and reigns for ever and ever.” to which those 
assembled reply, “Amen.” 

• Then, without saying anything, he lays his hand on the child. 
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3. Celebration of Baptism (OBC-Rite nos. 86-97) 

➢ Blessing of Water – It is required that “new water” will be blessed for each 
celebration, at which only one child will be baptized. 

• As the prayer of blessing concludes, the rubric states, “The celebrant touches 
the water with his right hand …”  This action should be kept simple; the 
celebrant should avoid dipping/immersing his hand in the water or 
touching it multiple times, all to minimize any risk of contamination. 

➢ Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith – This takes place as usual. 

➢ Baptism – This takes place as usual. 

• It is recommended that the minister “pour” water over the child (three 
times) rather than immerse the child. 

•  “If Baptism is celebrated by the pouring of water, it is preferable for the child to be 
held by the mother (or by the father) …” (OBC-Rite no. 97). 

• For each child/baptism, a fresh/clean towel should be used to dry the 
child’s head. 

4. Explanatory Rites (OBC-Rite, nos. 98-101) 

➢ Anointing after Baptism – This takes place as usual.  The minister says the 
words of anointing and using his thumb (without gloves; he may not use 
any type of instrument such as a cotton swab or ball) “anoints the child with 
sacred Chrism on the crown of his (her) head.” 

➢ Clothing with a White Garment – This takes place as usual.  It is 
recommended that the child come to the celebration of Baptism already 
dressed in white. 

• The rubrics for this rite make no mention of the minister touching the 
garment. 

• At this time, the parish should not give to the child/family any other 
kind of white garment, blanket or stole as souvenir. 

➢ Handing On of a Lighted Candle – This takes place as usual. 

• The rubric states, “One member of the family (e.g., the father or godfather) lights a 
candle for the child from the paschal candle.” 

• It is recommended that the father of the child perform this function as 
the minister says the accompanying words. 

➢ Ephphatha – The rubric states, “In the United States, the ‘Ephphatha’ Rite takes 
place at the discretion of the celebrant.”  In these times, this rite is to be omitted. 

5. Conclusion of the Rite (OBC-Rite, nos. 102-106) 

➢ Procession to the Altar – This may be omitted. Just as consideration must 
be given in advance of the gathering as to the appropriateness of the size of 
the area to be used for the celebration of Baptism (in order to maintain 
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social distancing), so too should the procession be adapted or omitted in 
order to maintain social distancing. 

➢ The Lord’s Prayer – This takes places as usual. 

➢ Blessing and Dismissal – This takes place as usual. 
 
N.B. In some parishes, it is customary for the minister of Baptism himself to kiss, 
hold and/or present the child to the gathered community.  In these times, the 
minister should omit these actions. 
 
 
 
 

 


